
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 6, 2017 10:30 AM 

 

 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

RINGING THE BELL 

 

PRELUDE “Introduction & Prayer” Louis Lefebure-Wely 

 

*WORDS OF GATHERING (1) 

One: Lord of the Future and Lord of this Day,  

we know we need to stop and worship you.  

We imagine ourselves self-sufficient and then we run short  

All: short of time, short of life, short of stamina, short of newness.  

One: We find our future closed off and at risk. We panic and despair.  

All: So here we are, back in your presence,  

One: Waiting instead of acting, receiving instead of making,  

invited to gratitude instead of success.  

All: You are out beyond us. We are staggered, stunned, awed.  

We did not know you had such futures in you and now we know   

you do indeed! Amen.   

Marc Chagall, Jacob Wrestling with the Angel (1970) 

Frauminster Abbey, Zurich, Switzerland 



*GATHERING SONG “How Firm a Foundation” #407 New Century Hymnal 

(Verses 1-4 only) 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (2)  

God of compassion, we are sick and tired. We have wrestled all night with worry   

instead of resting in you.  

We have asserted our own goodness   

instead of awakening to yours.  

We have turned away those hungry for your help   

instead of trusting you and feeding them from your limitless supply of blessings.  

Forgive us, heal us, and help us to hold on to you.  

We call upon you, for you will answer us,  

O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (3)    

Hear this good news: In Christ, you are forgiven!  

The one who forgives you will also keep you from falling  

and make you able to stand with joy in God’s presence. 

Now to the only God our savior,  

be glory, before all time, now and forever. Amen.  

 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE “How Firm a Foundation” #407 New Century Hymnal 

(Verse 5) 

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,  

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

That soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake,  

I will not, I will not, I will not forsake!  

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

 

CONVERSATION WITH OUR CHILDREN 

 

 

THE CHURCH LISTENS FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION (2) 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 32:9-12, 22-32 Pew Bible p. 26 

Psalm 17:1-7, 15 Pew Bible p. 431 

  



SERMON “Family Stories: Atlas Stumbled” Jody Clegg 

 

SILENT REFLECTION 

 

SONG OF REFLECTION “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” #485 New Century Hymnal 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO GOD’S WORD 

 

 

NAMING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “Meditation on ‘Slane’” Christopher Tambling 

Offer to God and then use this time for stillness, prayer and meditation. 

We welcome loose change in the offering plates, as it will be contributed to our youth 

offering to support their goal for the Clean Water Initiative through Heifer International. 

 

*DOXOLOGY #778 New Century Hymnal 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (4) 

  



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION 

 

The GREAT THANKSGIVING 

God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
(Prayer continues…) 

Therefore, with all creation we join the hymn of angels  

and all Your people of every time and place saying: 

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty,  

the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High.  

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God!  

Hosanna in the highest!  

(Prayer continues…) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Breaking of Bread 

Pouring the Cup of Blessing 

 

PROCLAIMING OUR FAITH 

Pastor: Therefore, remembering these acts of love and presenting our lives  

with thanksgiving to God, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 

BLESSING THE ELEMENTS 

 

SHARING THE ELEMENTS 

All are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper! Communion elements will be served in the 

pews. Outer circle of cups in wine trays contains grape juice. In addition to cubes of 

bread, gluten-free wafers are available on a separate plate. Please hold the elements 

until all are served, so that we may commune together. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks, O God, because in your own free gift of love you have reached out 

to us. You have refreshed us at your table, touched our deepest needs, and called 

us to a life shared in memory and hope. Send us forth with courage and joy in the 

name of Jesus Christ, that we, too, may become bread and peace for one another 

and the world. Amen. 

  



*SENDING SONG “In Thee Is Gladness” #867 Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION (4) 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  

Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,  

but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  



*POSTLUDE “Trumpet Tune on ‘Amsterdam’” Jerry Westenkuehler 

 

 

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 

Thanks to God, we at Hope United Church of Christ have good news to share.  

And we should feel compelled to share it, because there are people in St. Louis  

who are looking for a progressive and loving faith community.  

When we share Hope, we make it easier for them to find us! 

 

 

Hope United Church of Christ Statement of Welcome and Mission 

Adopted by Hope UCC Congregation, August 29, 2010 

No matter where you are on life’s journey,  

you are invited to enter the big red doors of Hope United Church of Christ. 

We are an open and affirming congregation. 

We believe that every person is a child of God and all are welcome  

regardless of race, economic background, marital status, gender or sexual orientation,  

age, physical or mental ability, nationality or faith history. 

It is our mission, inspired by God’s Holy Spirit,  

to engage persons in living out the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Please come, for all things are ready. 

 

 
Worship Endnotes 

(1) Adapted from Walter Brueggemann, “On Reading Genesis 25-50” in Inscribing the Text:  

Sermons and Prayers of Walter Brueggemann (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2004).  

(2) Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 2, Kimberly Bracken Long, editor. 

(3) Adapted from Jude 24-25.  

(4) Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Augsburg Fortress Press, 2006. 

 

Music reprinted by permission of OneLicense A-722326 

 

Donate from Your Smartphone 

 

Hope United Church of Christ offers 
a mobile version of our online giving 
page to make it easy for you to give 
anytime from your smartphone. 
Simply scan the image above using 
your phone’s Quick Response (QR) 
code reader! 

 




