
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

A Month of Celebrating Creation 

September 30, 2018 10:30 AM 

 

 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

RINGING THE BELL 

  

PRELUDE “Introduction and Prayer in D” Louis Lefebure-Wely 

 

(*) Indicates all who are able may stand 

 

*WORDS OF GATHERING (1) 

Blessed be our God,  

our help in times of trouble.  

Blessed be our God,  

our guide along the way.  

Blessed be our God,  

our help and our guide.  

Come, let us worship God! 

  

www.explainingthebook.com 



*GATHERING SONG “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” #25 New Century Hymnal 

Verses 1-4 only 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

In silence, and if so moved by the Spirit, write down on the provided dissolvable paper  

a word or short sentence that expresses something you wish to leave behind in order to 

start anew with God’s grace. These slips of paper will be collected after a few minutes, 

to be dissolved in the bowl of water on the communion table, symbolizing the washing 

away of all that holds us back from living in the fullness of God’s grace and love. 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

Rejoice!  

Our God grants us forgiveness and offers us new life. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” #25 New Century Hymnal 

Verses 5-6 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten, as a dream fades at the opening day. 

 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Still be our God while troubles last, and our eternal home! 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

 

CONVERSATION WITH OUR CHILDREN 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” arr. Mark Hayes 

 

 

LISTENING 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 Pew Bible pp. 390-391 

 

SERMON Sarah Fredriksen McCann 

  



SONG OF REFLECTION “Today We All are Called” #757 Glory to God Hymnal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



RESPONDING 
We respond to God’s Word through our prayers and our gifts. 

 

 

NAMING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

CALL TO PRAYER “Give Us Light” #467 Glory to God Hymnal 

Verses 1-3 only 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE “Give Us Light” #467 Glory to God Hymnal 

Verses 4-5 only (see Call to Prayer) 

 

MISSION MOMENT Stewardship Ministry Team 

 

OFFERTORY “Fugue in C” George Frideric Handel 

Offer to God and then use this time for stillness, prayer and meditation. 

We welcome loose change in the offering plates, as it will be contributed to our youth 

offering to support their goal for the Clean Water Initiative through Heifer International. 

  



*DOXOLOGY #780 New Century Hymnal 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, you heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

*COMMISSIONING SONG “God of Grace and God of Glory” #436 New Century Hymnal 

Verses 1-4 only 

 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE “Choral Prelude in C” on a Melody by Melchoir Vulpius Healey Willan 

 

 

SENDING 
With God’s blessing, we are sent forth to follow Christ in the world. 

 

Thanks to God, we at Hope United Church of Christ have good news to share.  

And we should feel compelled to share it, because there are people in St. Louis  

who are looking for a progressive and loving faith community.  

When we share Hope, we make it easier for them to find us! 

 

 

Hope United Church of Christ Statement of Welcome and Mission 

Adopted by Hope UCC Congregation, August 29, 2010 

No matter where you are on life’s journey,  

you are invited to enter the big red doors of Hope United Church of Christ. 

We are an open and affirming congregation. 

We believe that every person is a child of God and all are welcome  

regardless of race, economic background, marital status, gender or sexual orientation,  

age, physical or mental ability, nationality or faith history. 

It is our mission, inspired by God’s Holy Spirit,  

to engage persons in living out the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Please come, for all things are ready. 

 

  



Worship Endnotes 

(1) Adapted from Seasons of the Spirit, 2018. 

(2) Adapted from Iona Abbey Worship Book, Iona Community, 2001. 

(3) Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 2; Kimberly Bracken Long, editor. 

(4) Adapted from Calvin Institute of Christian Worship. www.worship.calvin.edu 

 

Music reprinted by permission OneLicense A-722326 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate from Your Smartphone 
 
 

 
Hope United Church of Christ offers a 
mobile version of our online giving page 
to make it easy for you to give anytime 
from your smartphone. Simply scan the 
image above using your phone’s Quick 
Response (QR) code reader! 

 

http://www.worship.calvin.edu/



