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Pray with Thailand on Sunday, January 21, 2018
BY ANNE GREGORY ON JANUARY 15, 2018

Lectionary Selection: Mark 1:14-20
Prayers for Thailand:
We give thanks, O God, for the knowledge that the
people all around the world are our sisters and brothers.
We thank you for your faithful people in every land who
pray for those on the other side of the world. Open our
hearts, we pray, to remember the sister or brother we
have never met and may never meet. Help us to remember that human
struggles are similar everywhere; that we all long for moments of peace
and hope, and the people of Thailand long for it just as we do where we
are. We ask for your strength and grace for those in Thailand who
minister in the name of Christ, and who work to share the Good News
of abundant life with those who are weary and tired. In the words of the
Psalmist, let us all trust in you, for you are our refuge. We pray through
Jesus Christ. Amen.
Mission Stewardship Moment from Thailand:
At the end of the year 2017, Bangkok finished its third year of being
the city with the world’s worst rush hour traffic. I suppose it fits if rush
hour goes from 6:30-noon and occurs again from 12:30-8:00 p.m.
Maybe 9:00 p.m., depending on which part of town you’re talking
about. Traffic is a very large and stressful part of life for anyone who
navigates Bangkok regularly.
The Thai people are famous worldwide for their smiles. Yet I’ve seen
some rather exhausted and sad-looking people sitting at bus stops at
the end of the day. A sense of peace can be hard to come by in a city
of 13 million people and some of the world’s worst traffic.
Much has been done to try to make things better and lessen the number
of vehicles on the roads. Still, when most of the jobs are in the capital
city, people will continue to move there and increase its population.
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Sometimes it’s modern life itself that can be spiritually
disheartening. People in Bangkok long for the days when there
were more trees and fewer skyscrapers, cleaner air, and even
breezes from the Gulf of Thailand—which is not far away.
Is God to be found in the city? Of course. As the Psalmist says,
“Oh, I must find rest in God only, because my hope comes from
God… God is my strong rock.” Pray for the people of the big city
whose souls need refreshment.
(Prayer and Mission Moment by Anne Gregory)
Global Ministries Mission Coworker in Thailand:
Anne Gregory serves as an Ecumenical Officer with the Church of
Christ in Thailand. Her appointment is made possible by your gifts
to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Churches Wider Mission, and your
special gifts.
More information on Thailand:
http://www.globalministries.org/thailand
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Thailand
Thailand (formerly Siam) is the only Southeast Asian nation never colonized by a European power.
The Church of Christ in Thailand traces its history to the arrival of the first Protestant missionaries in 1828.
The church became autonomous in 1934 while uniting with those organized by Presbyterians, British Disciples
of Christ, and Baptists. Today, the church includes 350 congregations and more than 100 other worshiping
groups, with membership of around 50,000. A priority of the Church of Christ in Thailand is evangelism and
Christian education.
Thailand has given refuge to thousands who earlier fled Laos and Kampuchea (Cambodia) and, more recently,
the repressive government in Myanmar (Burma). The church works with other organizations to provide relief
and support to these refugees, and it has assumed responsibilities for educating church members about HIV
infection, and about how to care for those who have AIDS and those whom AIDS leaves behind. Pray for: The
church of Christ in Thailand and ministries of theological education, pastoral care, evangelism, education, and
communication.
Christian leaders work with refugees on the Thailand-Burma border and help to care for those with AIDS and
their dependent children and elderly relatives.
Population (2014 est) – 67,741,401
Area – 318,800 mi
Capital – Bangkok
Ethnic Background
Thai – 95.9%
Burmese – 2%
Other – 1.3%
Unspecified – 0.9%
Exports – electronics, computer parts, automobiles and parts, electrical appliances, machinery and equipment,
textiles and footwear, fishery products, rice, rubber
Imports – capital goods, intermediate goods and raw materials, consumer goods, fuels
Life Expectancy (2014 est) – M 71 years F 78 years
Infant Mortality (2014 est) – 9.86 deaths/1,000 live births
Adult Illiteracy Rate – 6.5%
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