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Pray with Lesotho on Sunday, April 1, 2018
BY MARK BEHLE ON MARCH 26, 2018

Lectionary Selection: John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8
Prayers for Lesotho:
Gracious and merciful God,
We praise your name and give you thanks this day as we
celebrate the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ! We
thank you for sending Jesus into the world to show us the
fullness of your love for us. We thank you for the hope
which we have in Jesus, the Risen One. Like those who
discovered the empty tomb and encountered the resurrected Christ, let us share the Good News with
others! May the joy and the excitement of that first Easter morning be ours as we rejoice with our
brothers and sisters and proclaim, “He is risen!”
We give thanks for our partnership in the Good News
with the Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa.
May you guide and empower them with courage and
wisdom as they continue working for justice and peace,
particularly as they seek to reconcile the various political
factions in the country. May their efforts bear fruit which
will bring healing and encouragement to the people of
Lesotho.
We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen!
Mission Stewardship Moment from Lesotho:
The Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa (LECSA) has parishes throughout the country.
Some of the mountain parishes have ten or more outstations which are separated by long distances and
rough terrain. To help pastors overcome the problems of transportation in such areas, Global Ministries
and the LECSA have established the Motorcycles for Mountain Pastors project.
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Rev. Bonang Mapitse is the pastor for the mountain parish of
Tsoelike. He is one of the LECSA pastors who has been trained
to use a motorcycle and has been using one of the project
motorcycles since 2016. He reports that the project has been a
great blessing to his ministry.
His parish has 15 outstations. The furthest of these would take
Rev. Mapitse 7 hours to reach on foot. Using a motorcycle he
can be there in 2 hours. Some of the outstations were close to
dying when he came into the parish. But now that he is able to
visit them more frequently this is no longer the case. By using
the motorcycle he can visit two outstations on a Sunday. Giving
to the church has improved. And while his parish has to bear the
running costs of the motorcycle, the church members do not
complain because they can easily see the benefits. As he says,
“They are very happy to have a motorcycle for me to use
because I am able to visit them more often.”
Thank you for helping to share the Good News in
Lesotho!
(Prayer and Mission Moment by Mark Behle)
Global Ministries Missionary in Lesotho:
Mark Behle serves with the Lesotho Evangelical Church
in Lesotho. His appointment is made possible by your
gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Churches Wider
Mission, and your special gifts.
More information on Lesotho:
http://www.globalministries.org/lesotho
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Lesotho
Lesotho is the only sovereign country in the world surrounded by another country. Even though relations
with surrounding South Africa have improved since South African majority rule was established in
1994, resource-poor Lesotho still depends upon South Africa for all industrial goods. In exchange, more
than 100,000 men (out of a total population of 1.7 million) work in South Africa’s gold mines. The
massive exodus of Lesotho’s males for work in South Africa means that most households are run by
women. Lesotho is classified by the United Nations as one of the world’s “least developed countries.”
The Lesotho Evangelical Church, founded in 1833, is the largest Protestant Church in the country. The
Christian Council of Lesotho is the ecumenical voice of Lesotho’s churches, and involves both the
Roman Catholic and Protestant denominations. The Christian Health Association of Lesotho coordinates
work among the country’s nine church- funded hospitals and clinics.
Pray for: St. Catherine’s High School of the Anglican Diocese of Maseru as it plans to offer computer
courses to visually impaired Basotho students; the Lesotho Evangelical Church’s efforts to provide solar
water heaters and solar cookers to ministers serving in remote high-mountain areas where electricity is
not available.
Population (2014 est) – 1,942,008
Area – 18,860 mi
Capital – Maseru
Ethnic Background
Sotho – 99.7%
Europeans, Asians, Other – 0.3%,
Exports – manufactures (clothing, footwear), wool and mohair, food and live animals, electricity, water,
diamonds
Imports – food, building materials, vehicles, machinery, medicines, petroleum products
Life Expectancy (2014 est) – M 52 F 53
Infant Mortality (2014 est) – 50.48 deaths/1,000 live births
Adult Illiteracy Rate – 10.4%
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