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Pray with Nicaragua on Sunday, September 2, 2018
BY JEANETTE SALLEY ON AUGUST 27, 2018

Lectionary Selection: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Prayers for Nicaragua:
Our God full of love, grace and mercy we thank You.
Not only did You create humanity but You also prepared
a place for us to live in harmony so that we can usher in
the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven. You
formed us magnificently with eyes to see in our own way
the evidence of your presence with us; ears to hear your voice of guidance; a mouth to share the Good
News of Jesus and a way to transport—by feet, cane, walker or wheel chair, the Good News to others.
In that we are not presently living harmoniously, Lord we pray for courage to see, hear, speak and stand
for justice—when it is challenged, peace—in the midst of violence and equality—for all creation when
it is violated. We pray for the parents whose sons and daughters were murdered as they took a stand for
justice. We pray for spiritual transformation on the inside of our government leaders. We pray for
strength to stay steadfast on the journey. We pray that our country will soon live in harmony. We pray
that The Kingdom of God on earth will prevail. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Mission Stewardship Moment from Nicaragua
When Jesus walked the earth presenting other options for understanding the Kingdom of God on earth
(by way of God’s love, grace, mercy, justice and equality), those in leadership in the church as well as
the government, did not agree nor did they want to change the status quo. Similar to Jesus’ ministry,
our young sisters and brothers (college students) in Nicaragua have opened their ears, eyes, mouths and
feet to promote change in their country. However, those in leadership in the churches (by being silent)
as well as the government (by responding violently), do not want to change the status quo.
Mark 7:21-23 (NIV) says, For it is from within, out of a person’s [or governments] heart, that evil
thoughts come—… theft, murder, … greed, malice, deceit, … slander, arrogance … 23 All these evils
come from inside and defile a person [or governments].”
The results of a defiled person or a defiled government can physically, socially, and economically
hurt and destroy a people’s livelihood.
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Many students have been murdered because of their dreams of a just society and future. Because of this,
the students are requesting that the government:
• stop police brutality as they participate in an unarmed and peaceful protest for justice.
• assure them that the police will not kill them, their families, anyone in their communities
and others that support their right to protest.
• stop calling them delinquents, criminals, gangs and other negative connotations; they are students.
• stop the police from taking the food, water and donations given by supporters.
• guarantee free press without repression and censorship
• want a dialogue with the government that is public and inclusive
• no police record to be processed by the police department for participating in the protest
• police officials to be accountable for permitting violence and murder
• use a legal process with the help of the International Court of Human Rights, to investigate
who killed the students
• provide funds needed to repair windows, doors, etc. of various universities during the protest.
• want this government to leave office.
The protest began April 18, 2018 and so far there are over 400 deaths not including students that were
kidnapped and those that have been injured.
Please continue to pray for the strength and courage of our sisters and brothers of Nicaragua. Please pray
for our young brothers and sisters as they march for The Kingdom of God on earth to be realized in their
country as love, grace, mercy, justice, equality, and peace. Please pray for my strength as I walk with
our partner through the shadow of darkness waiting for the Light.
A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more. Matthew 2:18
(Prayer and Mission Moment by Jeanette Salley)
Global Ministries Mission Coworker in Nicaragua:
Jeanette Salley serves with the Moravian Church of Nicaragua. Her appointment is made possible
by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Churches Wider Mission, and your special gifts.
More information on Nicaragua:
http://www.globalministries.org/nicaragua
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Nicaragua
Nicaragua is located in Central America, bordering both the Caribbean Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, between Costa Rica
and Honduras.
Over the past several decades Nicaragua has suffered through military dictatorships, devastating earthquakes and hurricanes,
revolution and counter-revolution, and widespread poverty. Today Nicaragua remains the second poorest nation in the
western hemisphere, although today there is a real sense of rebuilding about the country, of putting the past behind and
moving toward the future.
The Christian Mission Church of Nicaragua (La Misión Cristiana) is a home-grown Pentecostal denomination situated both
in the barrios of Managua and in the rural areas outside the capital. The church has as its mission the preaching of the gospel
of the Kingdom of God, proclaimed by Jesus and the first Christians in the power of the Holy Spirit. This preaching is done
in words and deeds, so that the gospel may be seen and heard through the testimony of the church, and its commitments to
the values of the Kingdom of God: justice, solidarity, equality and respect for diversity. Their vision is to encourage and
support social transformation, incarnating the gospel as good news for the most vulnerable sectors of society: the poor, the
sick, women, children, and people excluded from our socio-economic systems.
Pray for:



The three-year plan of the Christian Mission of Nicaragua which includes programs and projects that will enable the
church to grow and respond to the critical economic situation of the country.
The ministry of the Moravian church among the Afro-Caribbean and indigenous population on the country’s eastern
coast.

Population (2014 est) – 5,848,641
Area – 81,030 mi
Capital – Managua
Ethnic Background
Mestizo (Amerindian and White) – 69%
White – 17%
Black – 9%
Amerindian – 5%
Exports – coffee, beef, gold, sugar, peanuts, shrimp and lobster, tobacco, cigars, automobile wiring harnesses, textiles,
apparel, cotton
Imports – consumer goods, machinery and equipment, raw materials, petroleum products
Life Expectancy (2014 est) – M 71 years F 75 years
Infant Mortality (2014 est) – 20.36 deaths/1,000 live births
Adult Illiteracy Rate – 22%
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