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Pray with Ecuador on Sunday, October 21, 2018
BY MARILYN COOPER ON OCTOBER 15, 2018

Lectionary Selection: Mark 10:35-45
Prayers for Ecuador:
Oh Lord, this life can be tough. You know that. Your
Son experienced it. Beggars from Venezuela, jugglers
and buskers from Colombia, women without resources
to give a good beginning to their children, little children
who care for their younger siblings, youth who cannot
find jobs, borrowers who cannot pay their debts, dogs
too weak to search for food.
James and John asked to sit on the right and left. Our prayers are filled with wanting: Give me ….
Help my family …. Make it possible for me to ….
Oh Lord, when will there be justice? If I am to drink the cup and share the fate, what am I to do?
I cannot even help the poor animal lying on the side of the road that is only bones and skin. We too
want to sit on the right and the left, but why must we drink of the cup? Why can’t You just make it fair?
Amen.
Mission Stewardship Moment from Ecuador:
We cannot make the world right. We can only do a small
part, and even in that small part, we must choose what is
the most important. I want to paint away all the graffiti
and abolish all the trash. I want to live in a beautiful
place without homeless dogs. But maybe this is not
what is most needed.
FEDICE helps give a better life to those in communities
who are willing to learn new skills and to work together
to make their communities better. Many things we
cannot do with our limited resources, but those we do help report that we make a difference. Some can
send their children to university. Others can pay for medical help when needed. Young children come
home singing songs in English. Our work brings hope both now and for the future: Better nutrition,
better education, healthier families.
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Thank you for caring about Ecuador and FEDICE and those who are the least of these. Your gifts
to Global Ministries make a difference, not only to us, but throughout the world.
(Prayer and Mission Moment by Marilyn Cooper)
Global Ministries Mission Co-worker in Ecuador:
Marilyn Cooper serves with FEDICE in Ecuador. Her appointment is made possible by your gifts
to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Church’s Wider Mission, WOC, OGHS, and your special gifts.
More information on Ecuador:
https://www.globalministries.org/ecuador
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Ecuador
Ecuador is located in Western South America, bordering the Pacific Ocean at the Equator, between Colombia and
Peru.
Quito, Ecuador’s capital city, is one of the most colonial cities in the region, maintaining 17th and 18th century
traditions established under Spanish rule. It also has a large indigenous population struggling to maintain its
traditions and to survive in an oppressive, westernized society. Our partners are the Latin American Council of
Churches (CLAI), the United Evangelical Church of Ecuador (IEUE), and the Ecumenical Foundation for Integral
Development, Training, and Education (FEDICE).
Pray for: The indigenous communities of the province of Imbabura as they work together with FEDICE to
provide water and sanitary conditions that will improve the quality of life of their people. The ministry of
EIRENE, a family counseling organization and the Center for Integrated Family Services as they provide
counseling and therapy to families in need, and training for future therapists.
Population (2014 est) – 15,654,411
Area – 176,200 mi
Capital – Quito
Ethnic Background
Mestizo (Amerindian and white) – 72%
Montubio – 7%
Afroecuadorian – 7%
Amerindian – 7%
White – 6%
Other – <1%
Exports – petroleum, bananas, cut flowers, shrimp, cacao, coffee, wood, fish
Imports – industrial materials, fuels and lubricants, nondurable consumer goods
Life Expectancy (2014 est) – M 73 years F 79 years
Infant Mortality (2014 est) – 17.93 deaths/1,000 live births
Adult Illiteracy Rate – 8.4%
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