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Pray with Nicaragua on Sunday, March 17, 2019
BY JEANETTE SALLEY ON MARCH 11, 2019

Lectionary Selection: Luke 13:31-35
Prayers for Nicaragua:
Oh God our God how excellent is thy name in all the
earth! You have prepared a place for us to love one
another; to live in harmony; to forgive each other; to
recognize your presence with us at all times. However,
we confess that in all the earth, sometimes we do not
have love in our heart for others. There is no harmony when there is pain and suffering. Not trusting
ourselves as well as others keeps us from understanding the power of forgiveness in our relationship
with you. In all the earth, we have become so self-absorbed that we cannot spiritually see or feel your
presence with us at all times. Because you are God of many opportunities and can turn bad situations
of injustice, inequality, unfairness, and hopelessness into good situations of justice, equality, fairness,
and hopefulness. In all the earth, we say thank you! Now Lord all we ask is for the strength to continue
the mission of Jesus—that is, to drive out demons (so that we may see, hear, think and speak with
clarity) and to heal the sick (physically, mentally and spiritually). In all the earth, we say THANK YOU!
Amen.
Mission Stewardship Moment from Nicaragua:
The season of Lent gives us an opportunity to renew our understanding of the life, ministry and the
death of Jesus while challenging us to continue his mission/ministry. Therefore the question that
troubles many of us during this season of Lent is, “How can we continue Jesus’ mission while being
overwhelmed with the political violence of injustice and inequality by earthly rulers?” What to do
when fear tries to consume Jesus’ ministry.
Well, in the Central Moravian Church in Managua, Nicaragua it appears that they have decided to
follow the “way” of Jesus. And that is, according to Luke 13:32, no matter what is going on with
earthly politics, stay focused on the mission of Jesus—to bring hope, liberation, justice, and equality to
the oppressed. Throughout this time of political and social unrest, the church continues to worship God
and to celebrate God’s love and mercy every Sunday with the evening service starting at 3 pm instead of
4 pm. The church continues to have Bible study on Wednesday morning instead of Wednesday evening.
Visiting those incarcerated has been restricted but visits to the sick and shut-in continue at an earlier
time during the week. The Youth, UMON, King’s Daughters Fellowship, and Fasting and Prayer
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continue with a renewed purpose for their ministry. The Juanita Connolly Church Clinic continues
to be open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 5 pm.
In all the earth, unjust political leaders need to know that the church universal will continue to stay
focused on the mission/ministry of Jesus today, tomorrow and in the future.
During this season of Lent, continue to pray for our Nicaraguan sisters and brothers for strength,
courage, and steadfastness on their journey to justice.
(Prayer and Mission Moment by Jeanette Salley)
Global Ministries Mission Co-worker in Nicaragua:
Jeanette Salley serves with the Moravian Churches in Nicaragua. Her appointment is made possible
by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Church’s Wider Mission, WOC, OGHS and your special
gifts.
More information on Nicaragua:
https://www.globalministries.org/nicaragua
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Nicaragua
Nicaragua is located in Central America, bordering both the Caribbean Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, between Costa Rica
and Honduras.
Over the past several decades Nicaragua has suffered through military dictatorships, devastating earthquakes and hurricanes,
revolution and counter-revolution, and widespread poverty. Today Nicaragua remains the second poorest nation in the
western hemisphere, although today there is a real sense of rebuilding about the country, of putting the past behind and
moving toward the future.
The Christian Mission Church of Nicaragua (La Misión Cristiana) is a home-grown Pentecostal denomination situated both
in the barrios of Managua and in the rural areas outside the capital. The church has as its mission the preaching of the gospel
of the Kingdom of God, proclaimed by Jesus and the first Christians in the power of the Holy Spirit. This preaching is done
in words and deeds, so that the gospel may be seen and heard through the testimony of the church, and its commitments to
the values of the Kingdom of God: justice, solidarity, equality and respect for diversity. Their vision is to encourage and
support social transformation, incarnating the gospel as good news for the most vulnerable sectors of society: the poor, the
sick, women, children, and people excluded from our socio-economic systems.
Pray for:



The three-year plan of the Christian Mission of Nicaragua which includes programs and projects that will enable the
church to grow and respond to the critical economic situation of the country.
The ministry of the Moravian church among the Afro-Caribbean and indigenous population on the country’s eastern
coast.

Population (2014 est) – 5,848,641
Area – 81,030 mi
Capital – Managua
Ethnic Background
Mestizo (Amerindian and White) – 69%
White – 17%
Black – 9%
Amerindian – 5%
Exports – coffee, beef, gold, sugar, peanuts, shrimp and lobster, tobacco, cigars, automobile wiring harnesses, textiles,
apparel, cotton
Imports – consumer goods, machinery and equipment, raw materials, petroleum products
Life Expectancy (2014 est) – M 71 years F 75 years
Infant Mortality (2014 est) – 20.36 deaths/1,000 live births
Adult Illiteracy Rate – 22%

www.globalministries.org

Page 3 of 3

March 17, 2019

